
 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 25th September 2024 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are thrilled to share some fantastic news with you – our student attendance this year is already 
surpassing both regional and national figures, and we are even exceeding our own numbers from last 
year! This remarkable achievement reflects the dedication of our students, who are eager to be in 
school every day because they genuinely enjoy the outstanding, world-class education and 
opportunities we provide.  
 
Our school continues to foster an environment where learning is exciting and engaging, ensuring that 
students thrive academically and socially. As we celebrate this success, we also want to update you 
on some important changes from the Department for Education (DfE) that could impact your child’s 
attendance. 
 
Students are expected to be in school for 8:10am which will allow them to be punctual for their 1st 
lesson at 8:15am. 
 
The Department for Education have recommended schools to close their morning register 30 minutes 
after school starts therefore students arriving later than 8:45am should be coded as ‘U’. 
 
Code U: Arrived in school after registration closed – Dfe Guidance 
 
Use of the ‘U’ code is an unauthorised absence from the morning register even if they attend after 
8:45am. 
 
If your child is persistently late and accrues 10 or more ‘U’ codes over a 10-week period, a penalty 
notice will be issued by the local authority. The penalty notice currently stands at £80 per parent, per 
child. 
 
Excellent punctuality remains a key attribute towards maximising your child’s learning experience and 
reduces the disruption to the learning of others. 
 
If you would like to discuss any support that may be required in improving your child’s punctuality, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school. 
 
Lastly, we do offer a free breakfast club for students to attend from 7:30am which helps support 
working families with childcare issues and forces the importance of breakfast in preparing students for 
their day ahead. This is particularly useful to students in Year 11 and helps them manage their time 
reducing some of the stress and anxiety that can be experienced when sitting exams. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

Ross Mezals                                                                                                                                

Associate Assistant Headteacher 


