
 

Subject:  Construction 

KS4 

Unit 1: Introduction to the Built Environment 

Students will be introduced to the principles of the built environment and have the opportunity to 

develop the skills, knowledge and understanding in identifying, explaining and evaluating different 

ideas and concepts of the built environment. Explore a range of professional and trade roles and 

explore some of the different structures and buildings of the built environment. 

 

Unit 3: Constructing the Built Environment 

Students will study three construction trade areas of the built environment, including planning, 

undertaking and evaluating construction tasks. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

You will have one exam for Unit 1 which will be worth 40% of your qualification. The exam will last 1 

hour and 30 minutes, it will be made up of short and extended response questions. 

 

Unit 3 will be assessed via project work (no exam), which is worth 60% of your qualification. Here 

you will be asked to prepare and complete three trade-based tasks e.g. creating a simple lighting 

circuit, building a brick structure and making a Timber frame structure. 

 

Year 10 Year 11 

Unit 3 

In this unit, learners are required 
to develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding in a selection of 
trade based areas, that will run 
alongside the unit 1 learning. 

Unit 1 

Students will cover: 
1.1 

- Buildings and structures: 
- Infrastructure and civil 

engineering products:  
- Building services 

engineering: 
- Professional and 

managerial roles and 
responsibilities 
associated with the built 
environment sector: 

1.2 
- The building 

environment lifecycle: 
- Raw material extraction. 
- Manufacturing of the raw 

materials. 

Unit 3  

Students will 
complete their 
unit 3 practical 
assessment: 

Unit 1 
1.6  

- Sustainable 
construction 
methods: 

- The 
environmental, 
financial, 
cultural and 
social benefits 
of sustainable 
construction 
methods. 

- Pollution and 
the 
preservation of 
the natural 
environment 
and natural 
habitats. 

- Sustainable 



 

- Construction activities 
- Operation and 

maintenance. 
- Demolition 
- Disposal, reuse and 

recycling. 
1.3 

- Types of buildings and 
structures: 

- different forms of 
infrastructure 
construction. 

- Low-rise: 
- Residential dwellings. 
- Commercial buildings. 
- Industrial buildings. 
- Agricultural buildings. 
- Community buildings. 
- Religious buildings. 
- Recreational buildings. 

1.4 

- Technologies and 
materials: 

- Main elements and 
components of low-
rise buildings. 

- Main materials 
involved in 
constructing walls, 
installing building 
services, fitting roofs 
and finishing interiors. 

- Renewable 
technologies and 
materials, including 
heat pumps, wind 
turbines and solar 
panels. 

1.5 

- Building structures 
and forms: 

- Cellular 
constructions. 

- Rectangular frame 
constructions. 

- Portal frame 
constructions. 

- Heritage and 

materials used 
to create 
building frames, 
walls, roofs. 

- Waste disposal, 
re-use and 
recycling. 

- Planning 
permission, 
brownfield sites 
and greenfield 
sites. 

1.7 
- Trades, 

employment 
and careers: 

- bricklaying. 
-  stonemasonry. 
-  plastering. 
-  carpentry and 

joinery. 
-  electrical 

 installation. 
- plumbing 

installation. 
-  painting and 

decorating. 
-  flooring and 

tiling. 

1.8 
- Health and 

safety: 
- Risks for 

employees, 
employers 
and the 
public during 
construction 
and the built 
environment 
projects. 

- Following 
procedures 
and carrying 
out risk 
assessments. 

- Relevant 
legislation4, 



 

traditional methods. 
Unit 3  

Students will start 
their unit 3 
practical 
assessment: 

This unit requires 
learners to 
complete a 
construction 
project which 
focuses on the 
preparation and 
completion of 
three realistic 
trade-based 
tasks. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

including 
Health and 
Safety at 
Work Act and 
Control of 
Substances 
Hazardous to 
Health 
(COSHH) 
regulations. 

- Using 
personal 
protective 
equipment 
(PPE). 

- Safely 
working with 
gas, water 
and 
electricity. 

- Working at 
height and in 
enclosed 
spaces. 

-Students will 
complete their Unit 1 
Exam.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Examination Board: WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Construction and the Built 

Environment (Technical Award) 

 

 

 

Useful Resources and Revision Support: WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in 

Construction and the Built Environment (Technical Award).  Course Companion, 

support book. (Author: Gareth Wilkins)   

 


