
 

Subject: Child Development 

 

KS4 

Component 1 - (coursework assessed, 30% of overall GCSE grade) 
Component 2 - (coursework assessed, 30% of overall GCSE grade) 
Component 3 - (externally assessed via exam, 40% of overall GCSE grade) 
 
Year 10 - Component 1 and 3 taught alongside each other until Component 1 has been 
assessed. Towards the end of year 10, Component 2 and 3 taught alongside each 
other.  
 
Year 11 - Component 2 and 3 taught alongside each other until Component 2 has been 
assessed. Component 3 assessed via external exam around early May.  
 

Year 10 Year 11 

Component 1: Children’s Growth and 
Development  
Learners will investigate the factors that 
affect growth and development of children 
from birth to five years old.  
 
Young children develop skills and abilities at 
different rates, although they follow the 
same pattern of development. This 
component will develop your knowledge 
and understanding of children’s growth and 
development across the five key areas: 

● Physical development 
● Intellectual and cognitive 

development  
● Language development  
● Social development 
● Emotional development. 

 
In each area, there are typical patterns of 
development for different ages. These 
patterns are known as milestones which are 
big achievements for children. Family, 
health professionals and early years 
practitioners are all responsible for 
monitoring and checking whether a child is 
meeting their expected milestones. It is 
essential to recognise that external factors 
can impact a child’s growth and 
development, for example physical factors, 
such as disabilities; environmental factors, 
such as housing and financial factors, such 
as income.  
 
 
Component 2: Learning Through Play 
Play can be enjoyable and motivating for 

Component 2: Learning Through Play 
Play can be enjoyable and motivating for 
children of all ages. Between birth and five 
years old, children play in many different 
ways so it is essential that they are given 
every opportunity to play which challenges 
and engages them. You will look at the 
different stages and types of play that 
children experience within this age range 
and how play can be structured by adults to 
encourage and influence their learning. You 
will also look at the opportunities adults can 
provide in different settings, such as 
community settings, in the home and in 
early years settings.  
 
You will also learn how these specific 
activities can support the five key areas of 
development. 
 
Component 3: Supporting Children to 
Play, Learn and Develop 
Every child is special and unique and will 
develop skills and knowledge at different 
rates. Some children are affected more by 
their individual needs or circumstances, this 
can impact their growth and development.  
 
This component will develop your 
knowledge and understanding of the 
individual needs that can have an impact on 
a child’s learning and development. The 
specific needs are categorised:  

● Physical needs 
● Cognitive and intellectual needs  
● Communication and language needs  
● Social and emotional needs  
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You will also investigate the role of the adult 
in making sure children are safe, and how 
activities can be adapted to ensure all 
children can join in, regardless of their 
individual needs.  
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activities can be adapted to ensure all 
children can join in, regardless of their 
individual needs.  
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